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Grant Applicant 1: Jane Olson Position 4™ grade teacher School/Dept Lincoln School
Title of Project: Social Studies/Literacy Book and Doll Sets Project will begin: immediately and end: ongoing
Amount Requested; (min. $300 — max. $3,000) $1,870 If amount were reduced, would you accept it? Yes

Please use the rubric of Classroom/Curriculum Related Grant Criteria found in the Innovative Education Grant Guidelines to
guide your project application..
1. Describe your project, how it is innovative, and how this innovation follows the curriculum.

Please note if there is the possibility of replication in your school or across the curriculum.

My proposed project is to acquire ten historically accurate dolls with corresponding book sets for our 4™ grade classroom library.

This innovative project enhances the curriculum in new and creative ways. Not all students can learn simply by hearing the material.
Children learn through different modalities: audio (hearing), visual (eyes), and kinesetic (hands on). Allowing children to learn through
their own modality enhances learning to its maximum. These materials allow students to connect with the experiences and history of what
they are reading:

LITERACY — Our 4" grade literacy goals state that the best way to become a better reader is to read. Students are encouraged and required
to include a great deal of independent reading as part of achieving their reading goals. The American Girl Book series are 4™ grade
appropriate (levels 4.0 — 5.0) and being a series, provides continuous reading opportunities.

SOCIAL STUDIES — 4™ grade social studies state standards include the study of South Dakota, including the history of the Umted States as
it relates to the growth and development of South Dakota. History has been recorded mainly spotlighting important men. 4% grade girls
often question why women are often not highlighted in historical events. These historically accurate dolls and corresponding book sets give
girls an engaging glimpse into other eras by portraying the past in a way most history books don’t: through the eyes of girls that are the
same age as 4 graders. Learning becomes more meaningful when students are able to make connections with what they read. Nearly all
historical figures in literature are male. Females (especially 10 year old girls) struggle with forming a vision of what life was like for girls
years ago. Sharing adventures with Felicity (1774 - American Revolutionary War) or Kirsten (1854 — immigrant during America’s
westward expansion) would make history “real.”

2. Describe how the project will have an impact on student learning and will make a difference in students attaining curriculum goals
Please note if you are willing and ways you are willing to share the success of student learning.

This project will impact student learning and make a difference in their attaining these curriculum goals:

LITERACY — The addition of these books and dolls will encourage and improve students’ independent reading by visually motivating and
inspiring an interest in the series. As 4% graders transition from primary grades (learning to read) of pictures books to intermediate reading
(reading to learn), they often struggle to find an age-appropriate series that holds their interest. In my past teaching experience, I have
witnessed reluctant readers becoming “hooked” on this series simply by being exposed to one of the dolls that a peer brought to school.
Once they begin to read them they are excited to continue through the series.




SCCIAL S3TUDIES - Students can connect with the characters in these stories who are living through important events in history and this
helps them better understand United States and SD history. These stories are told from young girls living through the historical time period.
The characters in these stories come from different times and places, but family, friends, and feelings meant just as much to these girls as
they do to girls today. Our class discussions could be enriched by the increased knowledge base students would possess as a result of
reading the books. This would not only impact their desire to read but would aid in their retention of historical information.

T would be willing and excited to share the success of student learning through this project. 1 would encourage my co-teachers to use any of
these materials to motivate and inspire their students. I would also share this information with parents and encourage them to use these
books as a series they could read and discuss with their child at home.

3. Explain the evaluation component you will use to measure the project's success.

The evaluation component that I would use to measure the project’s success would be two-fold: observation and testing, Participation in
social studies class discussions should be enhanced and increased. Student participation and comprehension could also be measured and

evaluated through the use of Accelerated Reading test results (which records books read and level of comprehension of the material).

Because the only way to become a better reader is to read, the increased reading would result in increased growth in the child’s reading
level.

4. List the specific items and their cost that you are requesting for funding through the foundation.
You are welcome to attach additional information and purchasing information,

Please see attached list, pictures and sample book.

If this project is requesting additional funding from other groups, please provide information,

Does the principal or director support the grant application? Yes

(For official use: Amount Authorized for the grant )




